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pation for many generations has been thieving. If none are eta*
ployed, the house will almost certainly be robbed' in spite of the police,
They are civil men and will lend a hand to pull punkahs, run messa-
ges, &c. The system, however is unworthy of a civilised age, and
means are being- taken gradually to, put an end to it.
The island of Seringham opposite TricMnopoly Is famous for its two
pagodas; the ' greatest and more celebrated is that from which the
island takes Its name and is dedicated to Vishnu.
This temple Is situated nearly opposite Trichinopoly, though a little
to the westward ; it is surrounded by seven square enclosures, one with-
in the other, the walls of which are 25 feet high, and 4 thick. These
enclosures are 850 feet distant from each other, and each has four large
gates with a high tower ; which are placed, one in the middle of each
side of the enclosure and opposite to the four cardinal points. The
outward wall is almost four miles in circumference, and its gateway
to the south is ornamented with pillars, several of which are single
stones 33 feet long, and nearly six feet square; while those which form
the roof are still larger ; within the inmost enclosure are the chapels,
The other temple is about half a mile east, nearer the Cauvery than
. the Ooleroon, and is dedicated to Siva; It has only one enclosure, and
is known by the name of Jembookistna, though the real name is Jura-
boo-k-E'sweren. Jemboo or Semboo being the rose apple tree sacred
to Siva and E'sweren, the supremo one. Another BTatlve name is
Teroovaueika.